
Super Weanling crunch + Lung booster
By Conor Condron (Ruminant Specialist)

Autumn is an important time for spring born calves as they are currently 
being weaned and this is an extremely stressful time for calves.  
Calves should only be weaned after they have achieved an intake of at 
least 1kg of concentrates per day for three weeks prior to weaning. This 
will help avoid a growth check after weaning and reduce risk of disease.
Super Weanling Crunch + Lungbooster is the ideal ration to feed when 
weaning calves. 
Lungbooster is a natural plant-based feed additive which has an anti-
bacterial effect. It stimulates increased mucous production and helps 
elevate the level of antibodies to greatly reduce the incidence of 
pneumonia in Livestock and to aid in the recovery of infected animals.  
The removal of bacteria from the nasal passages will facilitate easier 
breathing and better respiratory exchange. 
Ideally, weanlings should be fed Super 
Weanling Crunch + Lungbooster 7 days 
before any expected stress periods. 
It can also be introduced at the first 
signs of Pneumonia. Continue feeding 
through the stress period, for at least 2 
weeks or continuously if preferred.
Most animals will have runny noses for up 
to 7 days after being introduced to this 
feed. This is a sign of the Lungbooster 
in action clearing mucus from the air 
waves.  There is no need to be worried by 
this in the absence of other symptoms 
of ill health.

On average spring barley yields are up 
0.5tonne per acre locally with many spring 
crops delivering 3.5 - 4tonne. This has to 
be a record. Badly weathered crops are 
yielding up to 3tonne which is still very 
good.
Our sister company in Target Fertiliser, 
Cooney-Furlong Grain have some 

interesting observations on this year’s 
crops.  We will monitor closely and provide 
updates at a later stage.
Winter barley yields were good but spring 
barley yields have now matched or even 
exceeded them in some areas. 2 row 
Winter barley quality has been superb with 
almost 0% screenings. Hybrid barley has 

been disappointing. 
Higher screenings, 
lower 1000grain 
weights and huge 
volumes of straw 
making baling 
difficult were issues 
noted by our Crop 
team and growers.
Wheat yields 
seem to be similar 

to previous years, if not higher. Quality 
suffered very little with the weather and 
the wheat we have received is of high 
quality with Kph mostly in mid-70’s.
Luckily most of the oats were sown in the 
Autumn for this harvest and therefore 
were cut before all the rain came. Quality 
has been excellent with nice colour and 
KpH’s mostly in the mid to high 50’s. 
We seem to have forgotten about oats 
in recent times. It’s a crop well worth 
considering for this coming season. They 
are cheaper to grow than wheat or barley, 
they don’t suffer from take-all and they act 
as a break crop. Oats will return margins 
as good as barley or wheat. We would be 
delighted to talk if you are considering 
expanding your acreage of oats or growing 
oats for the first time.
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2019-Possibly, the highest Spring Barley yields ever!!
By Paul Mooney (Crop Agronomist)

Cow management during 
Late Lactation
By Seán Holian (Dairy Specialist)

As we enter September, farmers are beginning to feed 
more concentrates to reduce demand and maintain cow 
performance. By reducing the demand, you’re increasing 
the difference between what grass is growing and what 
the cows are grazing. This means that the total amount of 
grass on the farm increases and this will be carried into the 
autumn when daily growth rate decreases. As DM, sugars 
and digestibility levels in grass begin to decrease, this 
energy can be replaced by high quality concentrates such 
as our Mega Milk 16 or Cow Care 16. 
Now is the time to closely monitor body condition score. 
Feed cows accordingly to ensure they are dried off in good 
condition at a BCS of 3.0. If extra feed is needed to boost 
BCS in late lactation, increased milk solids and yield will 
more than compensate for the additional input to the cow.  
Also, grass tetany could become an issue as leafy autumn 
grass is high in potash levels. Ensure cows receive an 
adequate supply of minerals and CalMag to prevent grass 
tetany.
Detailed silage analysis will allow you to make informed 
decisions for the upcoming dry period. Meeting cow 
requirements during the dry period will enable them to 
perform problem free during early lactation in the spring. 
Talk to our technical team about the different options 
available.



Managing Lambs for slaughter
By Seán Holian
Many farmers have purchased store lambs in order to deal with the 
recent surge in grass growth. To ensure maximum performance, lambs 
need access to good quality pasture and to be kept grazing ahead of 
the main grazing groups on the farm. Daily live weight gain achieved 
from a grass-only diet on commercial farms during early September 
is typically 150g/day. Growth rates will begin to slip to approximately 
100g/day as we enter October when energy levels in grass reduce. 
Concentrate supplementation and parasite control may be required 
in order to achieve high kill out percentages in 
Lambs. Nugget Intensive Lamb pellets or Nugget 
Ad-Lib Lamb Finisher Crunch 
are high quality feeds designed 
to maximize growth rates and 
carcass finish. It may be wise to 
introduce concentrates at a rate 
of 0.5kg/head/day over the next 
few weeks. Contact our technical 
team for more information.

The yields from my 2 row
Winter Barley have been very 

good this year. I sowed the 
variety Tower and it yielded in 
excess of 4.5tonne per acre.
It produced lovely big-bold
grain with massive yields of 
straw. Grennan’s payment 

structure rewards quality and
I find two row varieties better

in that regard. 
I much prefer 2 row varieties 

of barley. They work out much 
better than 6 row or hybrids 

due to their grain quality, straw 
strength, ease of management 

and consistency.  

“What the Growers Say!”
Kieran Guinan, Birr, Co. Offaly.

Alltech #Run2Raise
Alltech Ireland will be hosting a 5k charity 
obstacle challenge, #Run2Raise, in Kinnitty 
Castle, Co. Offaly on Saturday, September 
28th with the goal of raising €15,000 for 
Embrace FARM. Farmers from around the 
country will aim to raise the money for Irish 
farming families who have suffered the tragic 
loss of a loved one or have been affected 
by a farming accident. Staff members from 
J Grennan & Sons will be taking part in the 
event with the aim to raise as much money 
and awareness for the superb work and 
support Embrace FARM provides for farming 
families across Ireland. 

5 X BUCKETS 4 WAY SHEEP
20kg Mollassed Mineral & Vitamin Block 

ONLY €95

SEPTEMBER OFFER

For all lambs, hoggets, ewes and rams.

Contains high levels of all essential  minerals & vitamins

Contains maximum permitted levels of  Zinc to promote harder hooves, 
healthier feet and reduced lameness. 

Contains 4 different forms of Zinc to ensure all types
of zinc deficiencies are catered for.

Contains 30% Protected Zinc 
to ensure maximum uptake.  

Contains high levels of Cobalt  to prevent “Summer stop” and
optimise thrive off grazed grass.

Contains high levels of Selenium & Vitamin E.

Ideal mineral supplement for pre-tupping ewes & stock rams

Recommended feeding rate; 
Ewes ( 75kg LW ) 25-30g per day.       Lambs ( 30kg LW ) 10-12g per day.

Tillage Event - Atkins Machinery - 29th September
Atkins Machinery, Birr will be hosting a Pottinger Machinery demo 
day for Tillage farmers on the farm of Joe Bracken, Munny, Kilcormac, 
Birr, Co Offaly (Field located on the backroad from Rath to Kilcormac. 
Coordinates: 53.152208, -7.759603). Our Crop Agronomy team will be 
in attendance on the day. More details closer to the time. 


