
NOW is the ideal time to analyse your soil, 
Sept – March (Teagasc). Soil samples range 
in price from €15 to €176 (€2 to €18/ac), 
a relatively small amount compared to the 
benefits of maintaining a healthy soil with 
balanced nutritional status. An improvement 
in soil health will:

1. Increase crop yield
2. Improve plant and animal health
3.  Improve nutrient cycling and nutrient 

availability
4. Increase availability of nutrients
5. Reduce leeching of nutrients
6.  Increase resistance to drought and flooding
7. Increase pest and disease resistance

The most basic soil analysis costs €2/ac, and 
gives information on available pH, P, K and 

Mg. In addition to the basics, our soil samples 
can also determine the status of:

•  Trace Elements - essential for physiological 
processes in plants and animals (germination, 
establishment, tillering, flowering, grain fill 
and animal health and reproduction)

•  Total Nutrients - the total amount in the soil, 
as opposed to available nutrients

•  Cation Exchange Capacity (CEC) - 
influences nutrient availability, soil pH and 
how a soil reacts to fertilisers

•  Base Saturation - availability of major cations 
nutrients (Ca, Mg, P, Na) increases as base 
saturation increases

•  Organic Matter - essential for proper soil 
functioning, food for soil microbes, makes 
soil friable, helps retain soil moisture, 
increases the availability of nutrients 

•  Microbial Activity - essential for 
decomposing organic matter, cycling 
nutrients and fertilising the soil - essential to 
know if you want to build soil health

For further information talk to your Grennans 
advisor or phone Hilda on  
057 91 33584
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Soil Sampling - the Key that Unlocks your fields Potential
by Hilda Dooley (Crop Agronomist)

Parasites have a negative effect on the cattle’s 
immune system. Lungworms in particular 
damage lungs and increase the risk of Bovine 
Respiratory Disease (BRD). 
Treatment before housing allows for dead 
worms to be coughed up. If evidence of 
coughing in the field, use a Levamisole based 
drench or Fenbendazole drench. Another dose 
may be needed when cattle are housed to 
control any re-infection. A pre housing dose 
allows lungs to fully recover from the damage 
inflicted whist the animal is still outside in fresh 
air and clean environment. 
If dosed pre-housing cattle will have a clean, 
healthy set of lungs to combat the dust and viral 
infections they encounter whilst in the shed. 

Products:
• Moxidectin (Cydectin) & Doramectin 
(Dectomax) offer persistency against re-
infection by stomach worms (Ostertagia) & 
Lungworms (Dictyocaulus) for five weeks 
from a single dose.
• Ivermectin based products Acomec and 
Ivomec Classic offer 3 weeks protection.
• Animals treated up to 5 weeks before 
housing with Dectomax or Cydectin will not 
need to receive another dose at housing.
• Cattle treated with Acomec or Ivomec 
classic will be covered for housing period if 
treated up to 3 weeks before housing.

Fluke Dosing Sheep
by Damien Conboy (Sheep Specialist)

Due to recent wet weather conditions, sheep 
farmers cannot become complacent when 
it comes to protecting their flock from liver 
fluke. 
• Acute fluke occurs as a result of large 
numbers of immature flukes burrowing 
through the liver and can lead to sudden 
death.
• Chronic fluke arises due to more long-term 
exposure to infective larvae. The fluke develop 
in the liver and bile ducts and cause damage to 
the liver as well as feeding on blood. 
• Flukicides are divided into 6 groups 
according to their active ingredient.
Clinical signs of chronic fluke include anaemia, 
loss of condition, swelling under the jaw 
(bottle jaw) and loose wool.
Triclabendazole is the only group that 
has activity against early immature fluke. 
Closantel, Nitroxynil, and Rafoxanide are also 
active against immature fluke over 6 weeks 
old. Products containing Oxyclozanide and 
Albendazole are only active against adult fluke.
If diagnosis indicates a large presence of 
immature fluke, treat with a product effective 
against immature stages. The best option is 
the use of Tribex or Fasinex.against adult fluke 
- rafoxanide (Ranide). 
For more information, contact a member of 
our technical team.

Parasite Control Pre Housing 
by Shane Gonoude (Animal Health Specialist)



Fintan Robinson and his sons,  
Tyrellspass, Co. Westmeath

Consider using Wonderthrive Calf Milk 
Replacer (CMR) for your Autumn born 
calves.
Unlike wholemilk, Wonderthrive CMR 
has a consistent composition, avoiding 
digestive upsets in calves. 
For many farms, feeding whole milk 
means feeding waste milk which 
contains pathogens such as E. 
Coli, Salmonella as well as possible 
transmission of Johne’s disease.  
Wonderthrive CMR is Johne’s free & 
pathogen free.
The bacteria content of waste milk 
increases dramatically if milk is left 
at room temperature or above. Milk 

collected during morning milking 
may not be fed until afternoon which 
poses a serious threat to calf health/
immunity. Wonderthrive CMR contains 
Calcium Formate which preserves the 
milk replacer and inhibits pathogen 
development.
Antibiotic residuals in waste milk have 
shown to contribute to resistance. 
Whole milk is low in some vitamins 
and trace minerals such as Selenium 
& Copper. Low levels of vitamins & 
minerals have been shown to impair 
immunity in calves. Wonderthrive CMR 
has a full complement of vitamins and 
minerals to ensure maximum thrive and 
to boost immunity.

Wonderthrive is also available with 
Lungbooster. This is a completely natural 
additive for maintenance of a healthy 
respiratory & digestive system as well 
as added protection against pneumonia, 
Cryptosporidium and Coccidiosis.
The use of Wonderthrive Calf Milk 
Replacer makes both financial & 
nutritional sense. 

I’ve been using Grennans Bull 
Beef Crunch for many years 
now and mainly feed it to my 
continental heifers at grass. 
The palatability, coarseness 
and quality of ingredients 
in the ration are second to 

none. It is a great product to 
improve weight gain and kill 
outs without getting overfat. 
Even with excellent quality 

grass, I can see the difference 
the Bull Beef Crunch is 
making to my heifers.

“What The Farmers Say”

Getting the dry period right can help 
towards easier calving, improved milk yield 
and better fertility. Getting it wrong will 
lead to reduced performance and can lead 
to many health issues such as milk fever and 
retained placentas. 

Thin cows with a BCS of ≤2.75 or any heifers 
in the herd should be milked once per 
day from now until drying off. These cows 
should be offered a longer dry period and 
fed accordingly to calve down at a BCS of 
3.0-3.25 in the spring. Cow management, 
nutrition, and health practices implemented 
during the dry period will have a huge impact 
on the cow’s productivity and profitability in 
the next lactation. 

Energy and fibre levels in grass are reducing 
daily and lactating cows will require extra 
concentrate supplementation to hold yield 
and BCS.

If land is becoming wet and poached, 
house cows and feed the best quality silage 

available along with a high energy 16-18% 
dairy nut. However, walk grazing platform 
regularly to focus on getting cows back 
grazing. On-off grazing may be an option. 
Use a back fence to prevent excess poaching 
on the grazed area.

Silage analysis is extremely important. A 
mineral analysis will allow the farmer to 
make informed decisions and help detect 
future problems which may arise in early 
lactation such as Sub Clinical or Clinical 
Milk fever. Achieving a low dietary cation 
and anion balance (DCAB) in the dry cow 
diet for 21 days pre-calving will be effective 
in controlling blood calcium levels around 
calving. This is done by keeping sodium and 
potassium low in dry cow diets. If possible, 
silage taken from ground that received high 
levels of slurry should be avoided for the dry 
cow diet due to high levels of potash.

Chat to our technical team about testing 
your silage and setting up dry cow diets.

Wonderthrive Calf Milk Replacer
by Joe Naughton (Calf Husbandry Specialist)

Dairy Herd Management + Silage Analysis
by Seán Holian (Dairy Specialist)


