
Slurry and Soil are large banks of nutrients waiting to be 
liberated. Given the current volatility of fertiliser prices, 
this is the year we should cash in on that fertility. To do this, 
you need to
Check to See How Much Fertiliser You Have in the Bank
• Refer to previous soil analysis results or take new soil 

samples this year to get a more accurate picture.
• Use these results to plan your fertiliser needs for spring-

time. Do this NOW.
An Index 2 P soil has a requirement for 24 units of P for 
the fi rst cut silage, whereas an Index 3 soil has a require-
ment for 16 units P. That’s a potential saving of 8 units P 
per acre, and at a recent price of c. €1.2 per unit, would 
save you €9.6/ac on P alone. Basic soil sampling costs in 
the region of €1.5/ac.
Improve Management to Prevent Loss of Banked 
Fertiliser
• Slurry is typically an anaerobic, putrid environment, 

discouraging growth of the aerobic microbes needed to 
break down organic matter and make nutrients available 
to plants.

• Slurry Boost facilitates the oxygenation of your slurry, 
making it an optimal home for microbes and increasing 
the amount of nutrients your slurry retains.

Dairy and beef farmers who used 2,500gal/ac of Slurry 
Boost treated slurry on silage ground found that they could 
save 13 units of C.A.N /ac on that cut.
Do You Have Immediate Access to Your Banked Fertiliser, 
or Will You Have to Wait For it to be Drawn Down?
• Availability of nutrients is a� ected considerably by soil 

health. 
• Optimising soil pH makes nutrients more available – 

check your soil analysis results and spread lime this winter.
• Improving organic matter in your soil will improve nutri-

ent availability. Test for OM% when sending soil samples 
this year, and act on those results.

• Add Slurry Boost to your slurry. It turns your slurry into 
a healthy, more nutritious soil conditioner, which 
improving soil health.

Talk to you Grennans Rep about Slurry Boost and soil 
sampling, or phone Hilda.

Newsletter NOVEMBER 
2021

Cash-In Your Banked Fertiliser
By Hilda Dooley – B.Sc. M.Sc. Ph.D. – Ph: 086 6074729

1kg of Slurry Boost Will Save You up 
to 1 Tonne of C.A.N Next Spring!

Other Benefi ts Include:
Decreases Agitation Time  | Reduces Odour
Improves Nutrients Availability  |  Improves Soil Health

1Kg Slurry Boost saves 1 tonne CAN

1Kg treats 
100,000gal



Selective Dry Cow Therapy (SDCT) is now at the fore-
front for dairy herds. 
New European legislation will take e� ect from Jan 28th, 
2022, which will mean that we will no longer be allowed 
to administer dry cow tubes to all quarters of all cows in 
the herd, known as blanket dry cow therapy.
SDCT makes the move from the blanket use of antibiot-
ics in all cows at drying o�  to a targeted treatment of only 
those cows with evidence of udder infection.
It is this prevention aspect of blanket dry cow therapy that 
the new legislation targets as this is seen as unnecessary 
or unwarranted use of antibiotics and could potentially 
cause issues with antimicrobial resistance (AMR). This is 
going to mean a big change in how we approach drying o�  
cows as we will no longer able to rely on the preventative 
action of dry cow therapy.
Use of antibiotics to treat known infections will still be 
allowed.
SDCT is evidence-based decision making and the better 
the evidence you have, the more confi dence you can be 
in having a successful outcome.
Cows with a somatic cell count of <200,000 for the full 
lactation are deemed as not having an infection and under 
new legislation would be ineligible for antibiotics.
To position yourself for selective dry cow, you should 
consult with your vet or advisor to see if you are able to 

try sealer only in a portion of your cows this winter.
How is successful SDCT achievable?
• Aim for a low level of infection e.g. A bulk milk SCC 

collection consistently below 200,000 cells /ml 
throughout the year and new infection rate of less than 
7%. Less than 2% clinical cases in past 3 months.

• Take a minimum of 4 recordings per year (ideally 6) 
with fi nal milk recording 30 days from drying o� .

• Keep good records of mastitis cases throughout year.
• Carry out cultural and sensitivity testing to identify 

causal agents of mastitis and their sensitivity to di� er-
ent antibiotics.

• Maintain good practices and high levels of hygiene at 
drying -o� , throughout the dry period and at calving.

• Pay strict attention to detail in relation to cubicle and 
housing hygiene.

Selective Dry Cow Therapy
By Shane Gonoude – B.Agr.Sc,M.Agr.Sc – Ph: 086 646 6707

*DID YOU KNOW...?

An individual case of milk fever, mastitis, or metabolic disor-
der after calving can cost in the range of €250-500/cow and 
for every down cow that presents herself 5-10 cows have 
sub-clinical milk fever! Our Immuno pre-calver range costs 
approx. €6 extra/cow and will support immune function 
during this period, reducing infection risk and the knock-on 
e� ects on performance in early lactation.

Sampling milk for culture test



Forage quality and mineral analysis is invaluable informa-
tion which sets your herd up for a successful transition 
from the dry period into early lactation. It has been easy 
to see the e� ect that losing days in May has made to 
overall silage quality. Harvesting was delayed by poor 
conditions and subsequent heading out has led to higher 
levels of NDF and a reduction in DMD and CP.
While the quality of the silage will impact on palatability, 
dry matter intake and energy density of the dry or milk-
ing cows’ diet, the mineral composition of that forage 
can greatly impact on the transition cow. Calcium mobi-
lisation is a critical factor in the successful transition and 
the macro minerals have a major role in this e�  cacy of 
this. For adequate Calcium mobilisation we observe two 
key markers on the forage mineral analysis report – 
Potassium (K) content and the DCAB value. High K 
forages impede Magnesium (Mg) absorption. Magne-
sium cannot be stored by the body, so a cow requires 
approx. 40g of Mg on daily basis during the dry cow 
period. High K levels also contribute to a higher DCAB 

value, which reduces the e�  cacy of the Parathyroid 
hormone (PTH). The PTH and Mg are critical to Calcium 
mobilisation and minimising the presence of sub-clinical 
milk fever (SCMF) and a host of metabolic disorders 
associated with poor transition cow management.
Our Elite and Immuno pre-calver minerals are designed 
to deliver an additional 25g+ of Mg to the diet, along with 
high levels of trace elements and vitamins which are natu-
rally low in most forages. They also include high levels of 
protected minerals such as Bioplex Copper, Zinc and 
Selplex. These ensure bio-availability to the cow, even in 
the presence of high level of antagonists such as Iron, 
Aluminium, Sulphur and Molybdenum which can be pres-
ent due to soil type or soil contamination at harvesting. 
These benefi ts alone may not always be su�  cient, depend-
ing on the K and DCAB value of your forage and at J. 
Grennan & Sons we will assist you in formulating the diet 
to best suit your circumstances and mitigate the risk of 
SCMF and transition cow disorders.

Forage Mineral Analysis – How Can it Help You?
By Aisling Cla� ey – B.Agr.Sc., Ph.D. – Ph: 086 031 7483

Contact us today:  057 9133002  |  sales@grennans.ie  |  www.grennans.ie

Makes White Blood Cells:
• More Responsive
• More Mobile
• More Effective

Included in all our Immuno Products

 Less Retained Cleanings  
 Reduced Uterine Infections
 More Milk (+1ltr per day)
 Improved SCC’s

 Aromabiotic Farm Pack
 Immuno Pre-Calver Mineral
 Immuno Pre-Calver Nuts
 Immuno Mega Milk 16 Nuts

Ideally fed from 3 
weeks before calving 
and right through 
early lactation. 
Cost: 12c - 15c 
per head / per day

Boosting Immunity - Naturally



Generally speaking, cattle that are on a high-density 
fi nishing diet will see a drop o�  in performance after 70 
days. The addition of fats to the diet for the last 6 weeks 
makes sense due to the fact that they have nearly 3 
times the energy content of any other ingredient. 
Increasing the energy density of the diet is the only way 
of increasing performance when an animal’s feed intake 

is already at maximum. Protected fat will also improve 
fi bre digestion and increase the oil content of the 
animal’s diet, helping to increase fat score on some of 
the leaner continental breeds or young bulls.
In order to see the benefi ts of adding fat to the fi nish-
ing diet, the fat has to be “protected” from breakdown 
in the rumen. Allowing 
fat to be digested in 
the rumen would 
create a much higher 
risk of acidosis, reduced 
f ibre digestion and 
decreased feed intakes.
Nugget Intensive Bull 
Nut + Added Fat is the 
ideal balanced feed 
taking advantage of this 
scientifi c formulation to 
maximise performance 
in the final phase of 
fi nishing cattle.

The Role of Protected Fat in Final Stages of a Finishing Diet
By Brian Delaney – B.Agr.Sc – Ph: 086 044 9592

The vast majority of mid-season lambing sheep 
farmers have introduced rams with their breeding 
females in recent weeks. At this stage it is important 
to observe the progress of mating by changing 
raddle colour at two-week intervals.
Raddle changing is a very useful method of moni-
toring breeding progress to see how many ewes 
cycle in the fi rst 17 days post ram turnout and will 
also help identify if there are any fertility issues with 
rams i.e., if repeat numbers are above 15%. It also 
aids at lambing time with lambing dates and feeding 
management. If you happen to fi nd a fertility prob-
lem with a ram, there is still time to address this 
problem. 
After approx. 3 weeks breeding there is potential to 
join groups of ewes up at this stage where 80% of 
ewes have been served, as less “ram power” will be 

required to cover any repeats. 
Remove the ram if you suspect a fertility or physical 
problem. Ram lambs could also be pulled out at this 
stage to avoid putting them under too much pres-
sure in their fi rst season. 
When rams are removed from the ewes at the end 
of the breeding season, they should be placed on a 
high plane of nutrition to regain body condition lost 
during mating. If weather conditions deteriorate 
consider housing rams or at least putting them in a 
sheltered fi eld. 
Remember the ram is “half the fl ock” so don’t 
neglect these high valued animals over the winter 
months.

Monitoring the Breeding Flock and Managing Rams
By Damien Conboy - (B.Agr.Sc) – Ph: 087 212 4036


